ATTITUDE AND CONSERVATION PRACTICES OF LOCAL COMMUNITY TOWARDS ALITASH  NATIONAL PARK by ASSEFA ABELIENEH
RIJSS                                    Volume 4, Issue 11 (November, 2015)                  ISSN: 2250 – 3994 
 
 
Journal of Radix International Educational and Research Consortium 
1 | P a g e          www.rierc.org 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
ATTITUDE AND CONSERVATION PRACTICES OF LOCAL COMMUNITY TOWARDS ALITASH 
NATIONAL PARK 
GENANEW AGITEW 
College of Agriculture and 
Rural Transformation, University 
of Gondar, Ethiopia 
 
ASSEFA ABELIENEH 
College of Agriculture and 
Environmental Sciences, Bahir Dar 
University, Ethiopia 
 
 
 
ABSTRACTS 
The study was aimed to assess the attitude and conservation practices of local community towards Alitash 
National Park using cross-sectional survey. Data were generated using different techniques including 
household survey, focus group discussions, interview and observation. The results of the study revealed 
that Alitash area was traditionally conserved and there was a need from local community that the 
government should take conservation measure.  Attitude of farming community dwelling around the park 
has in generally positive towards conservation of Alitash National Park and they have participated in 
different conservation activities. However, Due to the mismatch between what has been anticipated by the 
local community form the park and reality, tension between conservation activists and local people along 
with existence of external bodies such as Feleat, Mesalit and Rutana communities, who are privileged to 
use resources inside the parks, the attitude and conservation practices of the local community are 
decreasing from time to time resulting in negative reactions. It is recommended that to maintain 
sustainability in conserving the park, the local people should be empowered and fully participated by 
having access to alternative livelihood options.  
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INTRODUCTION 
Natural resources are the foundation of social and economic development as they are the sources of 
goods and services needed for economic growth. Mismanagement and underutilization of natural 
resources have so far reduced their contribution to Ethiopia’s overall development (Selome and Assefa, 
2010: 47). For effective and sustainable management of protected areas, development must start with the 
people first, as it is from this basis that the tourism industry will develop, and their involvement will allow 
them to avoid many undesirable engagements in the environment (Aramde et al, 2012). Meeting the 
anticipated outcomes and maintaining sustainability of protected areas, animal sanctuaries and national 
parks is the combined effect of many endeavors which include proper planning, strong sense of ownership 
among stakeholders and actors with full participation of the local community in decision making and 
conservation activities. However that the strong interdependence between population, environment, 
associated resources, local livelihoods and of national parks and protected areas determine the magnitude 
and extent of the sense of ownership and commitment and active engagement of the local communities. 
Despite wider opportunities and potentials, Ethiopia is lagging behind in terms of gaining and sustaining 
the benefits generated from national parks and ecotourism while maintain environmental resources. 
These and other limitation would have stemmed from lack of due considerations, inappropriate planning, 
and implementation along with less participation of local communities. On the other hand, active 
involvement of the local community in natural resources conservation and ecotourism development is the 
result of attitudes developed and attached to the protected area.  
Alitash National Park (ANP), which is one of the biodiversity hotspots of the country, is part of the 
Northwestern extensive lowland. It has been established as a key biological resource conservation areas 
based on the diversity of large mammal fauna and the unique ecosystem of the area in 2006 (Tadesse & 
Afework, 2008:2). Conversely, due to its geographic location and infancy of the park compared to Dinder 
National Park of Sudan, which share about 75 kms of boundary (Hailu, 2011), has been challenged by 
natural and manmade, internal and external factors. The paper aimed to shade light on attitudes and 
conservation practices of the local community towards ANP and pinpoints evidence based explanations.  
METHODS OF THE STUDY 
Cross-sectional survey involving both qualitative (using case study, focus group discussion, in depth 
interview and on spot observations) and quantitative (mainly using survey questionnaire) were employed. 
In doing so, about 153 households were randomly sampled out of the 5,572 households with population of 
25,803, in the surrounding peasant associations sharing boundary with ANP. Various techniques and tools 
were employed to generate the required data. Household surveys; four focus group discussions (FGDs) of 
different representations of the community and key informant interview with different government 
officials at different levels and expertise from the park and well experienced individuals for detailed 
qualitative investigation were conducted. The data from the household survey was generated using 
respondents report on response disposition method. Observation of wildlife, settlement patterns, farming 
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systems; natural resources conservation practices, particularly forest management and its coverage, and 
housing conditions in and around the park was conducted. The secondary data, which were collected for 
different purposes including reports of the park, policy documents, working papers, guidelines, assessment 
reports, and government reports at different level which are found to be relevant, were also explored.  
The quantitative data were analyzed using Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS) and different 
descriptive and inferential statistical analysis were employed. The results of analysis were interpreted and 
discussed using descriptive statistic. The ordinal regression model to determine the relationship between 
different socio-economic variables, which have direct impact on the livelihoods and conservation of the 
park were employed to look attitude of people toward ANP. The data obtained using focus group 
discussion, key informant interview and observations were analyzed qualitatively.  
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The Pre-establishment Setup of ANP 
Alitash area was traditionally conserved and protected by indigenous people living around on the win-win 
basis between the community and the environment, which had both economic and social significance. The 
data obtained from well experienced elderly people, who have lived for longer time of their life and had 
strong attachment with park revealed that there had been very strong sense of ownership among the 
different ethnic groups, who are native to Alitash and surrounding areas. Since the imperial regime, people 
had conserved and protected the area from external invaders, particularly from Sudanese hunters by 
locally appointed leaders representing the community in organized manners. Setting wildfire and cutting 
indigenous tree, which have multipurpose roles without approval of the community were strictly 
forbidden and had resulted in strong reaction upon violation of agreed norms towards Altiash. However 
hunting, collecting different forest products and medicinal trees and fishing were commonly accepted and 
allowed by local community members. Evidences from well experienced elderly people of the area have 
indicated that Felata community, who are totally nomadic in their way of living joined Alitash area  since 
46 years ago (in 1969) with permission of provincial government of the time. They continued living in 
Military Derg regime and even now inside Alitash.  They move in and out of the area in seasonal basis 
following the peak times of grazing for their cattle, sheep and goats. The existence of these external 
community members in side and around the area had brought about two extreme things to the local 
community. In one hand, it has created an opportunities to the local people for cross-border trade 
between Sudanese people with bridging role of these outsider nomadic community members. On the 
other hand, there had been resource base conflicts as nomadic community killed different animals and 
caused for massive destruction of forest resources to feed their cattle, sheep and goats. The qualitative 
evidences have also show that following these resource base conflicts, different bloody wars between 
indigenous local people and nomadic community member, who came from outside country, were 
undertaken.  With all the problems and challenges, there was an attempted to conserve the area and 
traditional conservation and protection was continued and consolidated during the time of Ethiopian 
People Revolutionary Party (EPRP), who had controlled the border of the country and Alitash areas in 
1980s. Moreover, the long standing economic and social benefits gained from the area coupled with 
communal responsibilities are found to be secretes behind strong attachment and sense of ownership by 
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the local community towards the park. The fact has been confirmed by the respondents of household 
survey, conservation of the area as national park is perceived to be important by 92.2 % of local dwellers, 
whose livelihoods had directly or indirectly attached to the area.  
Taking the experience from Dinder National Park of Sudan, which is the receiver of seasonally migratory 
animals, in most cases elephants and birds from Alitash area and anticipating more and sustained benefits 
together with cross-border security implication, people living in Banbaho sub-district had frequently 
requested local government in 1990s to devise conservation strategies. Furthermore, increasing 
destructive acts from outside and inside the country had induced local people to push the government to 
take conservation measures. The qualitative data generated from focus group discussions from 
experienced people representing different ethnic groups revealed that the death of many elephants for 
the sake of tooth, lions to protect livestock, giraffes and buffalos for consumption of meat by Felata 
community and massive destruction on bamboo forest by Sudanese people aggravated the conflict 
between indigenous people and the outsiders. Consequently, the demand from the local people to protect 
Alitash area coupled with the regional government interest to conserve it as one of biodiversity 
conservation park of the country are the drivers behind genesis of ANP. 
Attitude of Local People towards ANP Conservation  
The mind setup of the individuals, community and society at large towards a community based 
interventions such natural resource conservation, environmental protection and any other development 
activities is a cumulative effect of different factors. The concept of the attitude and perception are used in 
different ways for various contexts and cases, with some common understandings. Attitude is defined as a 
set of organized feelings and beliefs, which influences the behavior of individuals (Petty et al, 2007; Schiff, 
1970). Apparently, it is very important to understand that attitude encompasses the affective, cognitive 
and behavioral components.  
As one of biodiversity conservation and environmental protection activities, people in the study area have 
perceived and developed certain attitudes towards the establishment, benefits to be gained, usefulness, 
trust in terms of meeting the anticipated objectives, view towards conservation advocators and activists, 
and sense of ownership of ANP. By giving more emphasis to behavioral components of attitude from data 
generated using respondents report on response disposition method along with observation, the following 
sub sections locate attitude of the local community towards ANP.  
ANP AS COMMUNAL ASSET AND FEELING ABOUT CONSERVATION 
The significant proportion of the local community perceived ANP and associated resources as if they are 
their own resources and have good feeling and sense of ownership. The data obtained from field survey 
revealed that among the dwellers of people near and around the park, 64.7 % of respondents reported 
that they feel ANP is their own resources, whereas nearly 35% of respondents from randomly taken 
households claimed that ANP is not considered as their resource rather it is being protected and preserved 
by the government for different purposes. The study conducted in Protected Areas of Abijata-Shalla Lakes 
National Park (ASLNP), Ethiopia by Kumssa and Bekele (2014) has shared similar finding how these 
protected areas are considered as communal assets. 
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Despite the fact that majority of people living inside and around ANP perceive it as the resource they own, 
53.6% of household respondents have reservation about establishment and conservation efforts being 
undertaken. The reason for this could be explained from different angles, which have cultural, socio-
economic and environmental implications. It is found that strong reservation about the establishment of 
the park by the local communities is emanated from the fact that majority of the local dwellers are not 
fully participated in designing and demarcating the area. Less consideration for grazing and existing 
livelihood strategies, shrinking the opportunity to access for more land and the demarcation of the 
boundary which is not based on the consensus between the representatives of the local community 
members and the conservation activists from government side are some of the reason that the local 
people have doubt and negative reaction towards establishment and conservation of the park. The 
quantitative data have consolidated the fact that the establishment of the park is not participatory, it did 
not consider existing livelihood strategies and it compromises access to land for different activities by 
58.6%, 59.70% and 60.9% of local communities respectively.  
On the other hand, demarcation of the boundary, which is not in accordance with what the local people 
have agreed to be and practically implemented is also found to be another reason behind people to have 
reservation about establishment. The observation during the data collection attested that there is 
mismatch between the boundaries set by the local community and what has been being protected by the 
activists. This is the case in all areas investigated around the park and the gap between the boundaries 
agreed by the local people and currently working boundary from initial to homestead range between 2.5 
to 7 kms. The shortest distance between the park and dwelling areas is some 500 meters in the North-East 
and longer distance between the dwelling area and the park is not greater than 5 km and it found only in 
Easter Part ANP. As consequences of the mismatch between agreed boundary and currently claimed by 
Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority (EWCA), 310 hectares of land for crop cultivation, owned by 
nearly 91 farm households  in North-East representing 1.63 % of total households in the study areas and 
many hectares of free grazing  land in Eastern and South-Eastern part of ANP had been confiscated.  
MAGNITUDE AND DIRECTION OF ATTITUDE ABOUT CONSERVATION  
 
In the study of attitude, there are two properties to be seen. As noted by (Schiff, 1970), attitude 
encompasses both direction and magnitude and the first one entails whether the feeling, beliefs and 
behavioral tendencies are positive or negative. This study used the directional aspect to attitude using 
Likert scale of measurement. Attitude towards different activities being undertaken in the process of 
conservation and protection of ANP, the local people had developed different feeling, beliefs, and 
developed certain behavioral tendencies. The expression of the local community about establishment and 
their support for better conservation of ANP in terms of goodness; satisfaction due establishment and 
preservation of the forest, the value of the local community towards ANP and the opinions of the local 
dwellers in terms of importance and trust of community about sustainability of conservation and 
protection of the park using five scale measurement were assessed. As a result, the larger proportion of 
the local community have developed positive attitude towards establishment of the park and has been 
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expressed by 69.3 % and 23.5% of  dwellers as good and very good respectively. The study conducted by 
Mekebeb et al (2007).  On Community Attitudes towards Wildlife Conservation in Ethiopia have the same 
findings with this study. Ordinal regression model shows that the attitude of local people towards 
conservation of ANP is significantly (P=0.001) explained by age, family size, educational status and size of 
land that households are owned at 95% level of confidence interval. With the same demonstration, the 
local communities have expressed their support for better conservation and protection of the park in all 
spheres of the intervention in different degrees of importance. Accordingly, the support of people as 
perceived and expressed by themselves ranges between bad and very good support. The scaled 
assessment of their support show that those who have good measure of support account 54.2% of the 
people around the park followed by with very good support, who represent 24.2% of the population 
studied.  
0.0
10.0
20.0
30.0
40.0
50.0
60.0
70.0
80.0
very good good nuetral bad
p
o
p
u
la
to
n
 in
 %
Response
Attitude of the local pople about the establishmement of the park 
and their support
Establishment of ANP support to the park
 
Source: Household survey data (2014) 
As one of the biodiversity hotspots of the country, ANP was believed to preserve different indigenous 
forest species along with many anticipated benefits to the local community and the country at large. 
Assessment of the attitude of the local people in this regard in terms of its importance in preserving the 
forest resources is considered to be positive. From randomly taken households, 72.1% of local people have 
perceived as the existence of ANP in conserving forest and associated resources is important followed by 
16.3% of sampled household, who rated the importance of the park in terms of conserving forest is very 
important. Nevertheless, based on their practical experience and observation about conservation, 
significant proportion of the sampled households have no say about the importance of the park in 
conserving forest resources. It has been described by 8.5% respondents that the existence of the ANP in 
conserving forest resources is neither important nor distractive. Such attitude of the local people could be 
seen from the point view of the conservation focus by the government, in which more attention given to 
conserve wildlife than the habitats and biodiversity.  
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The attitude of the people towards conservation efforts is affected by different factors. One of these 
factors, the value attached to park is very important not only for current conservation and protection 
works but also for sustainability. On the other hand, the value associated for such public asset is also 
determined by the benefits gained out of it, the knowledge of people about the park and the involvement 
and active participation of the local people in decision making in all aspects of activities. The value of 
community members dwelling around the park in terms conserving diverse natural resources and 
supporting the livelihoods ranges between very important and distractive. ANP in benefiting the 
livelihoods of local community and biodiversity is valued to be important by 68.6% of sampled households 
followed by 18.3% sampled respondents who have valued very important. However that significant 
proportion of dwellers (13.1%) around the park did not consider the park worthy. Strong sense of 
ownership about the park by the local community alone did not grant the sustainability in protection and 
conservation. The trust of people about the conservation strategies and works in meeting the anticipated 
objective both in conserving biodiversity and improving the lives of people also matters.  
 
Source: Household survey, 2014 
Significant proportion of the local community representing nearly 30% of sampled respondents, have no 
trust about the conservation works of ANP. This might have big implication in the process of sustaining the 
protected areas with full ownership and shared responsibility of local community. 
PRACTICES OF LOCAL PEOPLE IN CONSERVATION OF ANP 
In any development and conservation interventions, active engagement and participation of the local 
people in identification of problems, planning, and decision making and performing specific tasks is 
necessary as commanded by the principle of sustainable and integrated rural development discourses. At 
the beginning, the participation of the people in ANP was significant and has greatly contributed to the 
conservation and protection of the park. From randomly sampled respondents, larger proportion had at 
least participated in one conservation and protection works. The proportion of people ever participated 
are by far larger than people who never participated in different activities, which require involvement and 
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active participation of local community members. By dissecting the population into two groups based on 
their participation in different affaires of conservation, about 66% of sampled respondents have had 
participated at least once whereas 34% of respondents reported that they never participated in any 
conservation activities, which requires the involvement of the local community members.  
 
Source: Household survey data (2014) 
 
Local people have had participated in planning and implementation of conservation works. The different 
tasks that the local people  had participated could be generalized in term of providing information, guiding 
the way,  dry weather road construction, giving local transportation service using donkeys, camels and 
mules, locating water points, controlling illegal hunters, controlling fire inside and around the park. The 
contribution of the local people in preventing wildfire, which is the major treat of protected area, was 
reported to be very significant. The people of the study area had also actively involved in security issues, 
demarcation of boundaries, locating the specific resources, preventing external poachers such as Felata, 
Mesailit, and Rutana, whose livelihoods and activities are heavily dependent on ANP.  Nevertheless, the 
multi-dimensional participation of local people in protection and conservation of the park is not sustained 
with required type and levels as it was in the beginning of establishment. This is due to the fact that the 
strategies used to conserve is not in a way to benefit the local people whereas external poachers are 
privileged. 
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Source: Household survey data (2014) 
Taking the frequency and type of participation in conservation works of the national park, level of 
participation of local community was determined. As a result, more than 30% of participated individuals 
are found to be at the lower level of participation. There are many factors for limited participation of the 
local people in conservation and protection activities of the park. One of the reasons is the gap in 
knowledge and information to considering ANP as public resource. On the other hand people limit their 
participation because; there is no anticipation to get good things out of conserving and protecting the 
park. It is also understood that less participation of people is emanated from the problem of inclusion as 
many people do not have the chance to participate in different activities. 
CONCLUSION 
The attitude and practices of local community towards Alitash National Park conservation and protection 
before establishment was positive and appreciated with strong sense of ownership. Consequently, people 
had shown strong desire to conservation measures to be in place. However, the mismatch between 
anticipated objectives and current conservation strategies reversed attitude and participation of local 
community with negative reactions. The downward trend of attitude of local community towards ANP is 
the result of the current conservation strategies which lacks being inclusive in involving local community, 
having commonly  agreed consensus between local community on demarcation of boundaries, considering 
existing livelihoods of local people and it compromised access to arable land.  Participation of the local 
community in different activities contributed a lot in conservation efforts of ANP. Farming community 
dwelling around the park participated in giving important information about the park and surrounding 
areas, guiding ways to different parts of the park, construction of dry weather road, locating water points, 
constructing the residents of the scouts, providing transportation services using local means, controlling 
fire and in securing the area from different external bodies moving inside the park. However, this manifold 
role of local community members in conserving and protected areas is not sustained due to different 
reasons. This is partly due to the fact that indigenous people are prohibited to move inside the park with 
strong legal reactions, but the exogenous community member such as Felata, Rutana and Mesalit 
Communities are freely moving and exploiting the natural resources.  
RECOMMENDATION 
Attitude and conservation practice of the local community is getting less and less from time to time due to 
less consideration to include all representing local community, increasing tension between conservation 
activists, compromised livelihood options, and existence of privileged external community members. To 
build strong sense of ownership and proactive participation for sustainable conservation and livelihoods 
options, the local community should be empowered creating public awareness and capacity building.  
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